[Fatal rickets in the fetus and undiagnosed maternal celiac disease].
Celiac disease is a relatively frequent enteropathy associated with a wide range of clinical manifestations, due in part to malabsorption. In women, it has been associated with obstetric and gynecological alterations such as repeated miscarriages, intrauterine growth delay, premature delivery, and low birth weight. We present the case of a woman with undiagnosed celiac disease who gave birth to a stillborn foetus via normal delivery after 34 weeks of gestation. The foetus presented severe morphological alterations due to hypomineralization which were compatible with rickets. In the medical literature congenital rickets secondary to maternal celiac disease due to malabsorption is rare. We discuss the current knowledge on maternofoetal phospho-calcium metabolism and relate active celiac disease with severe hypocalcaemia during pregnancy and fatal rickets in the foetus. We recommend screening for celiac disease in pregnant women with signs of malabsorption or impaired fetal development.